Proposed Open and Affirming Covenant
We the people of Church of Peace, United Church of Christ
of Rock Island, Illinois, seek to be a community of Christians who celebrate and live in openness to the still speaking
God. We gather at the corner of 12th and 12th, where we
value our history and envision our future. As an Open and
Affirming congregation, we recognize that all people are
created equally in God’s image and all are beloved as God’s
children. As we seek to offer an ever-widening welcome, we
invite into our family all people, including persons of any
age, race, national origin, faith background, marital status
and family structure, sexual orientation, gender identity expression, mental and physical ability, economic and social
status and education background. Jesus teaches us to welcome all God’s children. However the rest of the world describes you, and however you describe yourself, you will be
welcomed and celebrated at Church of Peace.

A note on the proposed
ONA Covenant:
We will vote whether to adopt
this covenant at our January 27th
Congregational Meeting. Please
note that any additions or subtractions will not be entertained at the
time of the vote. As Rick Sederquist
reminded us, most of us believe our
church is already open and affirming, but we must make this known
to the public. If we adopt this covenant, it will be up to us to make our
commitment public in the various
ways we may choose. We offer this
covenant as an open invitation to all,
not a select few. As Rick said,
please take this covenant at face value. It says what it means, and means
what it says. Do not read into it extraneous matters that it does not
contain.
In addition, please note that the
vote on January 27th will be a simple Yes or No vote. Only Yes and
No votes will be counted as valid
and part of the vote total. Only
church members present at the meeting may vote. There will be no absentee votes. To pass, the covenant
must be approved by two-thirds of
the valid votes cast.
- Ed Johnson
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Regarding the ONA (Open and Affirming) initiative,
many have asked 'aren't we welcoming already?; Doesn't
our current statement show people that we are?' We are and
it should, but other churches who are not welcoming advertise that they are, and we need to distinguish ourselves
from them. Imagine being an LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual
or transgender person) who shows up to a church that says
they're welcoming only to find a minister who preaches
against you and a congregation who says you're a sinner
and need to change. Would you continue to look for a
church after that? As an outsider, would you trust Church
of Peace's general welcome? That little rainbow logo (it
doesn't have to be large or a flag) and the specific wording
in our ONA covenant signal that we actually are welcoming. Without it there are people who are afraid to come into
our church for fear of being ostracized.
LGBT people, especially youth, have higher rates of
suicide and suicide attempts than the average population
due to social isolation, family rejection, bullying, laws that
encourage stigma and lack of laws that prevent discrimination. Imagine the difference a welcoming, affirming church
could have made to these individuals' well-being. Being
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Worship in January
Jan 6
10:30 am
Scripture
Music
Reader
Greeter
Jan 13
10:30 am

Open and Affirming Testimonial by Emily Young
bisexual myself, I feel very lucky that I was raised in this
church. Imagine how different my sense of self would be if
I'd been raised in one of the many churches that state I'm a
sinner and unworthy. Many people have left these damaging churches, and it can be very difficult to tell where you'd
be welcome in church and where you wouldn't, and risky to
show up. It's sad that there are people out there who feel
alone and don't know we're here. ONA will let them know
we're here.
Through ONA we also can reach non-LGBT people
who have left damaging churches or have never been to
church and are looking for an open one. If you've never
been to a positive church and see how churches are portrayed in the news, you might assume churches are judgmental, holier-than-thou places. Unfortunately, people in
my generation often have this viewpoint and are often surprised when I tell them I go to church because they know
me as an open person. This is pretty sad, and that little rainbow and our specific ONA wording convey that, rather
than one of the judgmental, stifling churches you might
hear about on the news, we are an open, affirming, creative
church that works for the good of others, especially those
that are struggling and vulnerable.
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Pastor Mariah helps the children of Church of Peace light the Advent Candles
on the Second Sunday of Advent, December 9.

Epiphany
Worship with
Communion
Matthew 2:1-23
Adult Choir
Karen Young
Marissa Elliott

Music
Reader
Greeters

Baptism of Jesus
Worship with Pastor Lisa
Williams preaching
Bell Choir
George Oelschlaeger
John & Donna Boyle

Jan 20
10:30 am
Scripture
Music
Reader
Greeter

Worship
Matthew 4:1-17
Adult Choir
Jeff Novak
Sharon Kirksey

Jan 27
10:30 am
Scripture
Music
Reader
Greeters

Worship
Matthew 5:1-20
Children’s Choir
Sylvia Elliott
Mary & George
Oelschlaeger

Sunday School
for All Ages

Sunday, January 27th
12:00 noon
In the Fellowship Hall
(Worship will be followed by a potluck lunch.)
Annual reports are due in the office by
Friday, January 18th.

THE ADULT FORUM
Each Sunday, 9:00 am
CHILDRENS SUNDAY
SCHOOL
The First and Third
Sundays of each month,
9:30 am

Statement of Identity and Purpose
Adopted May 17, 2014
The Church of Peace United Church of Christ gathers at the corner of
12th and12th where we value our history and envision our future.
We give glory to God by our commitment to:
• Promoting spiritual growth.
• Prayerfully seeking God’s will for our individual and community
lives.
• Sharing worship and fellowship that stirs our souls and inspires our
thinking.
• Attracting and sustaining young people.
• Serving those around us who are in need.
• Offering an ever-widening invitation and welcome.
• Embracing you warmly wherever you are on life’s journey.

Help the homeless with
a Ziploc bag
The new Mission and Service Committee’s project is called “Love in a
Ziploc.” The project provides a small
selection of supplies for a homeless
person struggling to survive the winter. Each Ziploc of supplies will contain water, socks, a soft granola bar,
hand wipes, and two $1 bills. These
items can be purchased at the Dollar
Tree $1 per item. The committee’s
plan is to start with twenty-four Ziploc bags of items, and distribute them
through members of the community
who are already engaged in this project. If you would like to help, please
speak with Judy Hansen or another
member of the Mission and Service
Committee.

Let us know if you
change your address
If you have any directory changes
such as address or telephone number,
please contact Deb Bernauer at 309781-7741 or ramperdb@outlook.com
or Christy Wignall at 309-737-7231
or tswigs15@aol.com.

The deadline for
The Visitor
is the third Friday
of each month.

Tri Mu Circle
The Tri Mu Christmas party at
City Limits was full of fun and fellowship. Fourteen members shared in
the merriment.
We decided to send Carla
McGreevey shopping to purchase
items for the “Love in a Ziplock” project the Mission and Service Committee is undertaking to provide needed
items to the homeless.
Anyone wishing to knit hats,
gloves, or scarves for the homeless
should contact Karen Clark for details
about a project sponsored by Church
Women United. Karen also told us
about a video against violence and
appealing for better treatment of victims of violence and their families.
The video was put together by Othea.
We thanked Deb Bernauer for all
her hard work on the coupon book
project by presenting her with a Whitey’s gift card.
Jeanine Carlson will send in the
form for Tri Mu’s 2019 pledge.
Kudos to Carla McGreevey for
creating an extremely pleasing arrangement to decorate the rail of the
choir loft for Thanksgiving.
Jeanine Carlson offered to purchase the items on the list for the
Guild Kitchen Shower.
We discussed sending cards and
visiting people for the holidays.
Preliminary ideas for the Mother
Daughter Banquet were offered.
The next meeting will be on February 7, 2019 at the Church.
Gail Sederquist, secretary

January Ladies’ Lunch

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

The January Ladies’ Luncheon meets
at Mulkey’s in Rock Island on Monday, January 28 , at 12:00 noon. Mulkey’s is located at 3800 14th Avenue.

Men’s Luncheon
1-Jan
1-Jan
3-Jan
3-Jan
3-Jan
6-Jan
4-Jan
4-Jan
8-Jan
11-Jan
20-Jan
22-Jan
28-Jan
29-Jan

KATHLEEN DAY
APPALIANA KABURA
MEGHAN COOLEY
EMMIE SEDERQUIST
JANET STRUSS
ELLIE SEDERQUIST
SHIRLEY FRANKS
MARY KAE WAYTENICK
LESLIE DAY
JEFFREY FELDHAHN
CHARLOTTE SHOUP
MILES ELLIOTT
MARIAH JOHNSON
ROBERT PORTER

Women’s Guild,
January 13th
The Women’s Guild will meet right
after worship on Jan 13th. A light
lunch will be served. All women are
invited-please come and join us!

Flowers for the Altar
Jan 20: Altar flowers the Elliotts in
honor of Miles Elliott’s birthday.
If you would like to schedule flowers
for the altar or pedestal, please sign up
on the Flower Calendar in the Narthex
or call the church office at (309) 7886357. To see if a particular Sunday is
available, check the calendar on the
church website at:
www.churchofpeaceucc.org.
Church Staff Members
Mariah Marlin-Warfield
Pastor
Kevin Carney
Communications
Brian Wischnak
Sexton
Mary Oelschlaeger
Parish Nurse
Nancy Olson
Parish Nurse
Mary Kae Waytenick
Music Director
Jessica Waytenick
Chancel Choir
Curtis Fischer-Oelschlaeger
Bell Choir
Ed Johnson
Housekeeper

The next Men’s Luncheon Group
meets on Saturday, February 2, at
12:00 noon. Details to follow. To find
out more, you may speak to Ed Johnson.

January Adult Forum:
Each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Jan 6: Old Testament Stories from the
Backside.
Jan 13: Old Testament Stories from
the Backside.
Jan 20: Christy Wignall makes a
presentation and answers your questions about Estate Planning.
Jan 27: “So, God, what are we going
to do today?” Part 1 of a caregiver’s
spiritual journey through life, love, and
loss.

Dr. Stewart returns on
January 20th
Dr. Eric Stewart from Augustana will
be here after worship on Sunday, January 20th. A light lunch will be served
in the Fellowship Hall, followed by a
discussion of the ‘clobber passages” of
the Bible used against the LGBT community. This event is one week prior to
the vote on the covenant presented by
the ONA Task Force. We encourage
everyone to avail themselves of this
important information from Dr. Stewart.

October, 2018 Council
Summary
•
•
•
•

The council voted to upgrade internet, security cameras, and get a
new phone contract.
Dora Reyna and Jeff Johnston became new members on October
28th.
As of October 10, 2018, total income was $148,225.01 and total
expenses were $151,521.06.
Pastor Mariah and Council President Rick Sederquist attended the
Western Association Meeting on
October 21.
Emily Young

A Note From the Pastor
Dear Friends at Church of Peace UCC,
Grace and peace be with you in this New Year!
When I was in college, I heard a quote by Anne
Lamott that I just loved: “If you want to make God
laugh, tell her your plans.” You see, I am a planner. I
always have been. I live for dreaming up the future and
making a corresponding timeline. (Don’t even get me
started on the beauty of a well-crafted list!) Back then, I
thought this quote meant that God already had a plan, so
God is laughing at my feeble attempts to take charge of
my destiny. I am not in charge; God is in charge. So I
loved this quote.
These days, I no longer believe God has already
established a plan for our lives, but I still love the quote. Our best life plans
change. Sometimes in looking back on these changes, it is impossible not to
laugh. On December 28th, I observed my ten year ordination anniversary.
Here’s why that’s funny: For most of college, I was on hiatus from the church.
I knew I would do something with social justice, but I had a different career
plan every few weeks.
While studying the peace process in Ireland, the thought of seminary
crossed my mind then moved in to stay. Three years later, I was excited to
begin seminary, but I knew I would not become a church pastor! I am the
daughter and granddaughter of pastors; I was pretty sure this was not for me. (I
was pretty wrong.)
Also in seminary, I fell in love. On one of our first dates, I told Chris that I
would not become a pastor’s wife. I am the daughter and granddaughter of pastor’s wives. I knew what this meant, and I knew it is not for me. That was going to be okay because Chris was pursuing campus ministry. Ah, the Holy Spirit is hilarious, isn’t he?
So let me tell you how it’s going to never become a pastor and never become a pastor’s wife, and let me tell you how this path is more incredible than I
would have ever guessed. I wouldn’t choose a different one if I had the chance!
(And we always have the chance.) Our best plans can change, thank God. Our
attachment to our plans can change.
I used to think God had a plan for me; my job was to figure it out and follow it. Now I believe God joins us in our planning and delights in seeing how
things unfold. There is not one single right path; instead our lives are being
written and re-written in real time. So let’s go ahead and make God laugh by
telling her our plans, but God is not laughing at us, you know. She’s laughing
with us.
May God give blessing and humor to all of your planning for the New
Year!
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Mariah
pastor@churchofpeaceucc.org

Please Share Your Stewardship Story
We all continuously face the challenge of how much time, talent, and treasure
we will give to the church. How do you make that decision? What inspires your
giving?
The Stewardship Committee is inviting you to share your story either by
speaking or by writing. For 2019, we hope to have four times when we hear from
each other. We are looking at February, May, August, and November.
If you would be willing to share, please sign up on the sheet at the back of the
church, and indicate whether you will speak or have someone else read your written words. You can also tell the pastor or a member of the Stewardship Committee.
Please consider sharing your thoughts with your fellow church members. It is
often the most meaningful way we learn about giving as a church.

