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Worship in November 
Year of the Psalms 

Tradition of Changing 

Nov 4   Totenfest 
    Changing the Ending 
10:30 am  Worship with             
    Communion 
Scripture  Psalm 121 
    John 21:4-14 
Music   Bell Choir 
Reader  Deb Bernauer 
Greeter  Marissa Elliott 

Nov 11   
10:30 am  Worship with              
    Rev. Katherine Mulhern 
Music   Adult Choir 
Reader  Karen Young 
Greeters  Jack & Judy Hansen 

Nov 18  Stewardship Sunday 
    Thank offering 
    Changing Our Giving 
10:30 am  Worship 
Scripture  Psalm 138 
    Luke 20:45-21:4 
Music   Children’s Choir 
Reader  Sue Spurgetis 
Greeters  Mark & Deb Holmes 

Nov 25  Celebration of Psalms 
    Changing the Songs       
10:30 am  Worship 
Scripture  Sampling of Psalms 
Music   Adult Choir 
Reader  Gail Foster Sederquist 
Greeter  Nancy Olson 

November, 2018 

Church of Peace tolls the bell for loved ones 
on All Saints Sunday, November 4 

During worship on Sunday November 4th, we will observe Totenfest, a 
service honoring those who have died in the last year. We will remember 
those have passed by reciting each name and ringing the steeple bell for 
each one. All are welcome to bring photos of loved ones who have 
passed away (at any time) for the sanctuary display.  

Learn the practice of Centering Prayer 

Join us for a new weekly gathering for Centering Prayer, beginning Fri-
day, November 2, at 1:00 pm, here at Church of Peace. (Please note, this 
is a time change from earlier announcements.) Centering Prayer is an 
ancient form of “listening prayer,” which aims to experience the presence 
of God, “closer than breathing, closer than thinking, closer than con-
sciousness itself.” You need not have any experience in private or group 
prayer of this, or any particular, type. Rev. Katherine Mulhern says, “We 
are all beginners in this practice, so come join us and we will learn to-
gether.” See Katherine Mulhern for more information. 

Church of Peace won a City Council trophy for its 2018 Labor Day pa-
rade float. The trophy was awarded at the Rock Island City Council 
meeting on October 22. 

Participants enjoy the festivities at Church of Peace’s annual Lederho-
sen 5K & Oktoberfest fundraising event on September 29th. 

Church of Peace enjoys one last outdoor service on September 16, be-
fore the cooler weather takes hold. 

But the Bible says … 

On Sunday, November 4th, Dr. 
Eric Stewart from Augustana Col-
lege’s Religion Department will 
meet with the Adult Forum at 9:00 
am to discuss the “clobber passag-
es,” that is, those passages of Scrip-
ture that have been used to con-
demn LGBT people. Please join us 
for Dr. Stewart’s informative 
presentation. 

Stewardship Sunday is November 18th. 

 We will present and bless our financial pledges for 
2019. 

 We will also receive our annual Thank Offering of 
food and money to support the Food Pantry. 

Please join us for this important annual service. 

Church Women United 
is collecting       

Christmas cards for 
the incarcerated 

We will be collecting cards for the 
annual Christmas card drive for 
incarcerated persons in our area. 
Please bring cards (no glitter, tape, 
or novenas) to church no later than 
November 2nd. They will be col-
lected by Karen Clark. Cards 
should be signed with a simple sen-
timent and first name only. Enve-
lopes should be left open and 
blank. Stamp donations will also be 
appreciated.  

Tri Mu Circle 

The members of Tri Mu Circle 
thoroughly enjoyed a dramatic 
presentation based on the characters 
John Deere and his two wives.  
This presentation was hosted by 
Fillae Pacis Circle and Tri Mu 
wishes to thank them for an inter-
esting evening and for good re-
freshments. 

Karen Clark told us about plant-
ing Boxwood and Snowball Hy-
drangea bushes in the Memorial 
Garden.  Future gardening activities 
were also discussed. 

The progress of the Save 
Around and Book Tour coupon 
book sales was reported, as was the 
progress of the Tri Mu Take Out 
Casserole project.  Tentative plans 
are to continue the coupon book 
sales until the end of the year. 

We talked about possible ideas 
for implementing Tri Mu’s contri-
bution to the Women’s Guild 
“Needs of the Kitchen” project. 

The next meeting of Church 
Women United is November 2nd at 
St. Ambrose in Milan.  Four ushers 
are needed. 

The next Tri Mu meeting will 
be at 7:00 on November 1 at the 
Church. 

Gail Sederquist, secretary 

Join other Church Members at the Quad Cit-
ies Interfaith Annual Fundraising Breakfast 

If you would like to join other church members in sharing a table at the 
annual QCI Fundraising breakfast please contact the church office. The 
breakfast is November 8, 7:30 am, at St. Ambrose’ Rogalski Center. 
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3-Nov ANDY SEDERQUIST 
5-Nov ROSE HEDGEPETH 
6-Nov HAROLD MASENGARB 
7-Nov RON FULLERLOVE 
9-Nov GAIL F SEDERQUIST 
11-Nov RHYS FULLERLOVE 
11-Nov ALEX KABURA  
15-Nov BILL MARINER 
19-Nov PAIGE PORTER 
20-Nov DEWEY STEELE 
21-Nov EMILY MASENGARB 
21-Nov KINLEY SEDERQUIST  
22-Nov THOM WIGNALL 
23-Nov JOHN BOYLE 
27-Nov ALEX FISCHER-     
   OELSCHLAEGER 
28-Nov GAIL P SEDERQUIST 
29-Nov TAYLOR SWARTZ 
30-Nov CHRISTY WIGNALL 

Church Staff Members 

Mariah Marlin-Warfield                            Pastor 

Kevin Carney                   Communications 

Brian Wischnak                                       Sexton 

Mary Oelschlaeger                        Parish Nurse 

Nancy Olson                                  Parish Nurse 

Mary Kae Waytenick                   Music Director 

Jessica Waytenick                       Chancel Choir 

Curtis Fischer-Oelschlaeger               Bell Choir 

Ed Johnson                         Housekeeper/Cook 

 

Statement of Identity and Purpose 
Adopted May 17, 2014 

The Church of Peace United Church of Christ gathers at the corner of 
12th and12th where we value our history and envision our future. 

We give glory to God by our commitment to: 
• Promoting spiritual growth. 
• Prayerfully seeking God’s will for our individual and community 

lives. 
• Sharing worship and fellowship that stirs our souls and inspires our 

thinking. 
• Attracting and sustaining young people. 
• Serving those around us who are in need. 
• Offering an ever-widening invitation and welcome. 
• Embracing you warmly wherever you are on life’s journey. 

The deadline for             
The Visitor                          

is the third Friday             
of each month. 

Let us know if you 
change your address  

If you have any directory changes 
such as address or telephone num-
ber, please contact Deb Bernauer at 
309-781-7741 or 
ramperdb@outlook.com or Christy 
Wignall at 309-737-7231 or 
tswigs15@aol.com. 

A Note From the Pastor 

Dear Friends at Church of Peace UCC, 

Grace and peace be with you.  
Something we don’t often talk about is 

that there are times when we experience 
violation. Our things get stolen. Our trust 
gets broken. This can happen to us as indi-
viduals, and in recent months, we’ve been 
reminded that this can happen to our 
church. It leaves a sour taste in our mouths. 
I mean, here we are, trying to help the com-
munity, trying to share the kindness of 
Christ, when we find ourselves blindsided 
by someone else’s wrongdoing. It’s not fair! 
Something I’m paying attention to is wheth-
er, as a church family, we are experiencing 
this sour taste. 

Thankfully and unsurprisingly, our church council has been address-
ing each incident with deftness. We have improved our internal security 
practices. We’re looking into upgrading our security cameras. We’re of-
fering constant reminders to lock the doors and double check the doors. 
We’re conducting background checks of each newly-hired employee. 
These practices remind us that we are not entirely helpless. Instead, we 
can take action to be smart and safe, and we should. 

In times like this, it could be tempting to turn bitter. The good news 
is we don’t have to. It could be tempting to blame ourselves, as a church, 
for being too trusting, for giving a person an undeserved second chance 
(or third, or fourth), or for being naive. This is how hearts get hardened, 
and thankfully, we don’t have to choose this. We do not have to blame 
ourselves for acting in compassion and taking a chance even when it 
doesn’t work out. While there’s always a risk in giving a person a sec-
ond chance (or third, or fourth), there’s also a risk in refusing to give 
someone another chance. That might seem safer, but what kind of people 
would we be? 

Our faith teaches us that the heart of God is forgiveness. God does 
not keep a record of wrongs. Instead, God sees our potential to be trans-
formed. By choosing to be a people of compassion, we’re constantly tak-
ing a chance on each other and taking the risk that comes with it. This is 
not being foolish or naive; this is courageous. This commitment will 
help us support one another in moments when betrayal is too fresh, or 
trauma is too vivid, or forgiveness is too far away. Together we can find 
healing. Together we’ll remind each other that our vulnerability is not 
our fault, and our compassion is not our weakness —it is our power.  

I am deeply thankful to be part of a church that keeps choosing com-
passion over cynicism. We will replace the stolen one hundred cup cof-
fee maker and keep going with our mission. And as always, if you find 
that it would be helpful to talk, please give me a call. 

In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Mariah 
pastor@churchofpeaceucc.org 

November Ladies’ 
Lunch 

The November Ladies’ Luncheon 
meets at Mulkey’s in Rock Island 
on Monday, November 26 , at 
12:00 noon. Mulkey’s is located at 
3800 14th Avenue. 

Flowers for the Altar 

Nov 4: Altar flowers from the El-
liotts in honor of John’s birthday 
and Floyd and Sylvia’s anniver-
sary. 

Nov 11: Altar flowers from Deb 
and Barb Bernauer in memory of 
Terry Bernauer. 

If you would like to schedule flow-
ers for the altar or pedestal, please 
sign up on the Flower Calendar in 
the Narthex or call the church of-
fice at (309) 788-6357. 

Men’s Luncheon 

The next Men’s Luncheon Group 
meets on Saturday, December 1, at 
12:00 noon. To find out more, you 
may speak to Ed Johnson. 

Sunday School        
for All Ages 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

THE ADULT FORUM 
Each Sunday, 9:00 am 

CHILDRENS SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

The First and Third    
Sundays of each month,  

9:30 am 

Adult Forum:           
Old Testament from 

the Backside 

On November 11, 18, and 25 the 
Adult forum will explore the Old 
Testament from the Backside. Ever 
wonder what those familiar stories 
look like from the perspective of 
those characters you don’t pay 
much attention to?  Please join us 
Sundays at 9:00 am in the Lounge. 
Bring a friend! 

Martha Rolf Circle 

The Circle met at the home of 
the Loves. 

Roll was taken and Pauline led 
devotions on “trees.” 

Minutes were read and the 
Treasurer’s report was presented 
and received. 

A discussion about the evening 
the Circles met together for a pro-
gram. We all agreed we had an en-
joyable evening. 

Under New Business we dis-
cussed selling wreaths. 

The next meeting will be at 
Carol Atkins’ home. 

Joann Love, Secretary 

Filiae Pacis Circle 

Ten members met at City Lim-
its. Mary Oelschlaeger presented 
devotions from “Jesus Calling.” 

The Women’s Guild asked for 
help with the Lederhosen 5K. A 
signup sheet was placed in the 
Narthex. The Woman’s Guild 
would meet again in October after 
Sunday worship. 

Barb Bernauer reported the 
food garden had produced lots of 
tomatoes, also green beans, green 
peppers, zucchini, eggplant, acorn 
and butternut squash, and some 
pumpkins. 

All women of the church are 
invited to attend our next meeting 
on November 5, 7:00 p.m., at the 
church. 

Corinne Paaske, Secretary 


