Martha Rolf Circle
•
•
•
•
•

The Circle met at the home of Judy Hanson.
Roll call was taken and Pauline H. led devotions on “word.”
Minutes from the previous meeting were approved, and the treasurer’s report was presented and received.
Under new business we discussed selling Christmas wreaths again.
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Joann Love, Secretary

Order Christmas wreaths and greens from
Martha Rolf
During the month of October, the Martha
Rolf Circle will hold its annual Christmas
wreath sale as a fundraiser for the church. In
addition to the traditional wreaths, which
cost $12 a piece, you can order crosses, candy canes, swag, and centerpieces.
You can order items before and after
worship in the narthex. See the display there
for more information. Orders will be taken
through the month of October. You can pick
up your wreaths and greens on Thanksgiving weekend.

Reflecting on the
Year of the Psalms
The spirit nudged me to do something with the Psalms of the Bible.
What it was, was not clear. I did know
I must start reading them. It was fascinating to learn their 3000 year old history and literary structure. That led to
a goal—make people aware of their
potentially powerful messages. They
are quoted by Moses, Paul, and Jesus.
Our committee decided to use the
Psalms as a catalyst for prayer. Joining forces within a large group would
be a way to add weight to our requests.
Our prayers asked God to shield our
school families from the violence that
hung over our communities. We asked
everyone to spend 30 minutes in prayer during the 12 hour period, 7a.m. to
7p.m. on August 29.
The next morning I heard the
news: more shootings in Texas and a
local child trying to kill his teacher. I
felt betrayed. We had tried our best
and the situation had not improved.
Then I thought more. There were some
positives. The teacher’s skill to reach
out and disarm the child, the practice
of finding a safe place in an emergency.
Perhaps I had seen God and He
was answering prayers in ways I had
not considered.
Mary Kae Waytenick

Rebecca Swartz is off to
Greece as a Global
Mission Fellow
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Church of Peace tolls the bell for loved ones
on All Saints Sunday, November 4
During worship on Sunday November 4th, we will observe Totenfest, a
service honoring those who have died in the last year. If you have a
loved one whose name should be included in our prayers on Totenfest
and you do not receive a letter from the church by October 12th, please
contact Pastor Mariah or the church office by Sunday October 21st. All
are welcome to bring photos of loved ones who have passed away (at
any time) for the sanctuary display.

Worship in October
Year of the Psalms
Tradition of Changing

Oct 7

10:30 am

Want to Improve Your Prayer Life?
Join us as we try something new! A regular, weekly Centering
Prayer group is forming here at Church of Peace! To get us started
off, we will meet every Friday at noon, beginning on November 2.
Centering Prayer is an ancient form of “listening prayer”, similar to
meditation but with the intention of simply resting in God’s grace.
The Contemplative Outreach website describes it this way: We experience God’s presence within us, closer than breathing, closer than
thinking, closer than consciousness itself. This method of prayer is
both a relationship with God and a discipline to foster that relationship.
This form of prayer is both a group activity and an individual practice. You don’t have to have any experience in centering prayer or
meditation to join this group. All you need is the desire to seek a
deeper relationship with God! We are all beginners in this practice, so
come join us and we will learn together!
When: Fridays at noon. Beginning on November 2.
Where: Gathering in the sanctuary.
Hope to see you there! If you have questions, please contact Katherine Mulhern.

ONA question and answer session on
October 21

On Sunday, October 21, immediately after worship, there will be a question and answer period about the Open and Affirming initiative. Questions that were submitted after the September 23rd informational session
will be discussed along with any new questions that have arisen along the
way. Please plan on attending.

Scripture
Music
Reader
Greeters
Oct 14
10:30 am
Scripture
Music
Reader
Greeters
Oct 21
10:30 am
Scripture
Music
Reader
Greeter
Oct 28

10:30 am
Scripture
Music
Reader
Greeter

World Communion
Sunday /
Commissioning of
Deacons & Parish
Nurses /
Changing the
Language
Worship with
Communion
Psalm 117
Genesis 11:1-9
Children’s Choir
Karen Young
Aaron Waytenick & Tracy
Lux
Changing the Building
Worship
Psalm 11
Ezra 3:10:13
Adult Choir
Karen Clark
Christy & Tom Wignall
Changing the Rules
Worship
Psalm 119:1-10;81-90
Mark 2:18-22
Bell Choir
Sylvia Elliott
Deb Bernauer
Changing the
Possibilities /
Children’s UNICEF
Offering
Worship
Psalm 107
Adult Choir
Ed Johnson
Pat Ward

Statement of Identity and Purpose
Adopted May 17, 2014
The Church of Peace United Church of Christ gathers at the corner of
12th and12th where we value our history and envision our future.
We give glory to God by our commitment to:
• Promoting spiritual growth.
• Prayerfully seeking God’s will for our individual and community
lives.
• Sharing worship and fellowship that stirs our souls and inspires our
thinking.
• Attracting and sustaining young people.
• Serving those around us who are in need.
• Offering an ever-widening invitation and welcome.
• Embracing you warmly wherever you are on life’s journey.
Thanks to Pastor Mariah
and Mary O. for their
visits and prayers when
I had surgery recently.
Also, thank you for all
the cards, phone calls,
and get well wishes from
so many church members.
I’m blessed to be a member of Church of Peace.
Roma Nesseler

Cultural Humility:
Workshop at 1st Congregational in Dewitt
Join First Congregational United Church of Christ for a workshop
on cultural humility, the practice of
approaching other people with an
openness to learn and a willingness
to reflect on your own assumptions,
practices, and privilege! This workshop will be at First Congregational
in Dewitt, IA, on October 3 at 6pm
and presented by Dr. Chris Martin.
Dr. Martin teaches across the
social work spectrum specializing
in teaching practice courses. Her
areas of practice have been child
welfare, child bereavement, youth
homelessness, and domestic/sexual
violence prevention and intervention. She is a licensed social worker
in the state of Iowa and focuses her
research on implicit racial bias and
its effect on decision making.
Child care will be available!

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

October Ladies’ Lunch A Note From the Pastor
The October Ladies’ Luncheon
meets at Mulkey’s in Rock Island
on Monday, October 29 , at 12:00
noon. Mulkey’s is located at 3800
14th Avenue.

Men’s Luncheon

2-Oct
5-Oct
8-Oct
9-Oct
11-Oct
12-Oct
Flowers for the Altar 12-Oct
Oct 7: Altar flowers from Deb
13-Oct
Bernauer in honor of Barb and Jen 13-Oct
Bernauer’s birthdays.
16-Oct
Oct 14: Altar flowers from Sharon 17-Oct
Kirksey in celebration of her son
18-Oct
Melvin’s birthday.
18-Oct
If you would like to schedule flow- 19-Oct
ers for the altar or pedestal, please
20-Oct
sign up on the Flower Calendar in
21-Oct
the Narthex or call the church of21-Oct
fice at (309) 788-6357.
25-Oct
26-Oct
26-Oct
27-Oct
31-Oct
31-Oct

BARBARA BERNAUER
BARBARA CREDE
JENNIE JOHNSON
HERBERT DODEN
DAVID SEDERQUIST
GLEN BOTE
CONNIE DONNELLY
KAREN CLARK
MATTHEW HOLMES
SUE JOHNSON
GARRETT FELDHAHN
PAULINE HARTUNG
JACKSON NESSELER
SUE THOMPSON
JEAN DODEN
JESSICA WAYTENICK
BRIAN WISCHNAK
JUDY HANSEN
JUSTIN DONNELLY
PAUL SULSER
BEVERLY JOHNSON
DALE DAY
LISA WYMER

The next Men’s Luncheon Group
meets on Saturday, October 6, at
12:00 noon. This month the group
meets at Igor’s Bistro, 3055 38th
Street, Rock Island. To find out
more, you may speak to Ed Johnson.

Adult Forum:
Hijacked!
Must our political differences pull
us apart? The Adult Forum will
discuss Hijacked: Responding to
the Partisan Church Divide. This
is a timely book that dares to ask
the questions about the relationship of faith and politics, and how
we build bridges across our political divisions. Please join us each
Sunday in October at 9:00 am in
the Lounge. Bring a friend!

Sunday School
for All Ages

Let us know if you
change your address

Church Staff Members
Mariah Marlin-Warfield
Pastor
Kevin Carney
Communications
Brian Wischnak
Sexton
Mary Oelschlaeger
Parish Nurse
Nancy Olson
Parish Nurse
Mary Kae Waytenick
Music Director
Jessica Waytenick
Chancel Choir
Curtis Fischer-Oelschlaeger
Bell Choir
Daniel Barrott
Organist
Ed Johnson
Housekeeper/Cook

If you have any directory changes
such as address or telephone number,
please contact Deb Bernauer at 309781-7741 or ramperdb@outlook.com
or Christy Wignall at 309-737-7231 or
tswigs15@aol.com.

THE ADULT FORUM
Each Sunday, 9:00 am

The deadline for
The Visitor
is the third Friday
of each month.

CHILDRENS SUNDAY
SCHOOL
The First and Third
Sundays of each month,
9:30 am

Dear Friends at Church of Peace,
The last time we had confirmation, I asked
the class to peruse the blue booklet called
“About the United Church of Christ” and identify something surprising. One confirmand selected these sentences: “The United Church of
Christ believes in redefining faith. Each generation is responsible for rethinking its beliefs,
as God’s world unfolds and conditions
change.” She said something like, “I didn’t
know that was true.” I answered something
like, “Yeah.” Then I wondered whether I saw a
flicker of splendid insurrection cross her
eyes…
Each generation is responsible for rethinking its beliefs. Each generation is charged, and blessed, and given permission to redefine our faith,
and if that doesn’t scare you a little, I don’t know what will. If that
doesn’t thrill you a little, well, give it a chance, it will.
Here at Church of Peace, we have had a variety of confirmation experiences. Some of us have never been confirmed. Some of us have been
confirmed in other faith communities. Some of us remember attending
classes in the parsonage or using the blue books (different blue books
than the aforementioned one). Some of us are part of the church today in
spite of confirmation, and make no mistake, some of us are here because
of confirmation. Together, we all prove that our journey of faith continues and deepens.
It brings me great joy to share that we have a confirmation class
again this year! The purpose of the confirmation year is to equip these
young people so they can discern for themselves whether God is calling
them to join Church of Peace.
All through the year, the confirmands will meet with church members who have agreed to serve as mentors. They will keep a journal documenting their questions and beliefs. They will help at the Food Pantry;
they will study scripture; they will learn about the history of Church of
Peace. They will be asked to wrestle with questions of who God is and
how do you know if God exists, and they will challenge us with their
deep questions. I know these confirmands will be loved by our church. I
pray that their faith will be transformed by this year.
And while all this is going on, please don’t miss the miracle happening at the same time: These confirmands will be transforming Church of
Peace. They’ll ask us to make a case for why anybody should be Christian these days. They’ll search our eyes for the light of faith, and they’ll
watch us to see why the church matters. They will name their skepticism
out loud and make us confront our own.
They will state their convictions with the confidence that shames us,
or inspires us, into taking a bold stand for the convictions of Church of
Peace. We’ll learn this from them. This generation is rethinking its beliefs, and this confirmation class will change the church in ways I can’t
even imagine.
I can’t wait to find out.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Mariah
pastor@churchofpeaceucc.org

