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Worship in July 
Year of the Psalms 
Brought to Justice 

Jul 1   13th Sunday in          
    Ordinary Time 
10:30 am  Worship with             
    Communion 
Scripture  Psalm 109 
Reader  Dick Werner 
Greeter  Linda Porter 

Jul 8    14th Sunday in          
    Ordinary Time 
10:30 am  Worship  
Scripture  Psalm 59:1-10 
    Luke 19:1-10 
Reader  Georgia Steeber 
Greeter  Sharon Kirksey 

Jul 15   15th Sunday in          
    Ordinary Time 
10:30 am  Worship 
Scripture  Psalm 140 
    Romans 12:9-21 
Reader  Karen Young 
Greeter  Bea Anderson 

Jul 22   16th Sunday in          
    Ordinary Time 
10:30 am  Worship 
Scripture  Psalm 133 
    1 Corinthians 12:12-27 
Reader  Sylvia Elliott 
Greeter  Pauline Hartung 

Jul 29   17th Sunday in          
    Ordinary Time 
10:30 am  Worship 
Reader  Marie Timmer 
Greeter  Georgette & Ron      
    Fullerlove   
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Remember to turn your pledge 

form in by Sunday, July 8th, or re-
turn it to the tournament office by 
Friday, July 13th.  100% of your tax
-deductible donation will return to 
the church after the tournament, 
plus bonus bucks donated by John 
Deere.   

With your correct guess, you 
will also be eligible to win priz-
es!  There is a box at the back of the 
church to turn in your pledge 
form.  If you have any questions, 
please ask Jessica Waytenick. 

The Psalms are poetry set to music. When we read a Psalm, we read 
the poetry. The music is largely lost to us, but the poetry survives. 

Our more modern hymns are also poetry set to music. This poetry 
resonates with us, partly because it often follows familiar conventions. 
For example, consider these opening lines from a well-known hymn: 

I am weak, but thou art strong. 
Jesus keep me from all wrong. 

The number of syllables in each line is the same, and the lines rhyme. 
These are two conventions in many of our hymns—the number of sylla-
bles in each line follows a pattern and the lines themselves follow a 
rhyming scheme. 

The Psalms were originally written in Hebrew. (Although, please 
note that the word ‘psalm’ itself does not come from Hebrew, it comes 
from Greek!) The original conventions such as number of syllables and 
rhyming schemes won’t matter to us when we read the Psalms, as we 
must read them in English. However, there is a poetic convention that we 
can easily see. 

Parallelism is a poetic convention that is abundant in the Psalms. Par-
allelism is a style of repetition, and as you might expect it shows up in 
many ways. Let’s look at one such way, and let’s take some verses from 
Psalm 6 as our example. 

Psalm 6 (New Revised Standard Version) 
1 O Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger, 

or discipline me in your wrath. 
2 Be gracious to me O Lord, for I am languishing; 

O Lord, heal me, for my bones are shaking with terror. 

Each of these verses has two parts. The second part says much the 
same thing as the first part, but adding emphasis or clarification. Once 
you are aware of this convention, it is hard to miss. It is sometimes called 
synonymous parallelism, because the two parts convey the same idea. 

What do you think of the last two verses of Psalm 6 (NSRV)? 
9 The Lord has heard my supplication; 

The Lord accepts my prayer. 
10 All my enemies shall be ashamed and struck with terror; 

They shall turn back, and in a moment be put to shame. 

There are many variations of parallelism. One that becomes obvious 
once you see it is that instead of having two parts, a verse might have 
three.  

Consider verse 6 of Psalm 6 (NRSV): 
6 I am weary with my moaning; 

Every night I flood my bed with tears; 
I drench by couch with my weeping. 

This is exactly the same sort of repetition, just done a bit more! 
One nice thing about the poetic convention of parallelism is that it 

makes for nice responsive readings. The next time we read a Psalm re-
sponsively during our service, you will undoubtedly recognize this syn-
onymous parallelism. 

Tom Bengtson – June 2018 

Fourteen members of Tri Mu 
Circle met in Fellowship Hall for 
the June picnic potluck meeting 
with Georgia Steeber as hostess.  
Guests were Pastor Mariah and 
Mary Oelschlaeger. 

Georgia led devotions titled 
“Friendship and Fear”. 

Boxwood evergreens have been 
planted in the Memorial Garden on 
12th Avenue side of the church. 

This year as a fundraiser, we 
will be selling Entertainment 
Books in addition to the Dining 
Tour Books. 

We will hold another Bix Bake 
Sale on Sunday, August 5th.   

New officers elected are:  Pres-
ident, Jeanine Carlson, Vice-
President, Deb Bernauer and Secre-
tary, Gail Sederquist.  A treasurer 
is still needed. 

The next Women’s Guild meet-
ing is Sunday, July 15th following 
church service with a light lunch 
being served. 

Our next meeting is September 
6th at 7:00 in Fellowship Hall. 

Emilie Braughton, Secretary 

Will Church of Peace adopt the United Church of Christ’s Open and 
Affirming Policy? The church council has authorized a task force to ex-
amine this question. The task force will gather information and share it 
monthly through “The Visitor”  and other formats as appropriate.  

There will be a question and answer session in the fall, then, if the 
congregation is willing, a covenant statement will be crafted and pre-
sented to a special congregational meeting for approval. 

Please read the information shared by the task force so that a clear 
understanding of the Open and Affirming proposal can be gained. Mem-
bers of the task force are Emily Young, Sylvia Elliott, Alex Fischer-
Oelschlaeger, Ed Johnson, and Rick Sederquist. 

_____________________ 
 
“Open and Affirming” (ONA) is a movement of more than 1,200 

churches that welcome lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) 
members. More than 275,000 members of the United Church of Christ 
belong to ONA congregations—and our movement is growing. 

After a time of study, dialogue, and prayer, churches adopt an ONA 
covenant committing their members to welcome LGBT seekers, support 
their relationships, and advocate for their basic rights. ONA churches 
take seriously the Bible’s admonition to “accept one another, just as 
Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.” (Romans 15:7 
NIV) 

The word “covenant” was a deliberate choice: with roots deep in the 
Reformed tradition of Christianity, a “church covenant” is an affirmation 
of basic values in response to God’s call to the congregation. 

In 2010, new standards were adopted that require an explicit wel-
come to the transgender community. Since then all ONA covenants certi-
fied by the UCC have included a welcome to persons of any “sexual ori-
entation, gender identity and gender expression” or equivalent wording. 

During the time of study, dialogue, reflection, and prayer, typically, 
churches will explore the teaching of scripture, contemporary perspec-
tives on sexual orientation and gender identity and expression, the psy-
chological and spiritual consequences of homophobia and transphobia, 
and the testimonies of LGBT members and neighbors. 

The final stage of an ONA process is the adoption of a written cove-
nant at a congregational meeting or by the church’s governing body. In 
addition to an explicit welcome to LGBT persons, ONA covenants usu-
ally include theological and biblical premises and extend the church’s 
welcome to other communities historically excluded or marginalized by 
the church. 
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3-Jul ROBERT NESSELER 
4-Jul RUTH ANDERSON 
5-Jul CHRIS MARLIN-WARFIELD 
7-Jul JUDY BOTE 
8-Jul BRIAN JOHNSON 
8-Jul MARJORIE MURPHY 
8-Jul DICK WERNER 
8-Jul JULIE YOUNG 
9-Jul CORINNE PAASKE 
10-Jul  DYLAN STEEBER 
13-Jul  BOB SCHROEDER 
16-Jul  MIKE THOMPSON 
17-Jul  CURTIS FISCHER-     
   OELSCHLAEGER 
18-Jul  PAT LERCH 
20-Jul  KATHY MANTHEY 
22-Jul  JACK HANSEN 
24-Jul  SUE SPURGETIS 
25-Jul  DARLENE MCCARTHY 
30-Jul  MOLLY MCGREEVEY 
30-Jul  JEFF NOVAK 

Church Staff Members 

Mariah Marlin-Warfield                            Pastor 

Kevin Carney                   Communications 

Brian Wischnak                                       Sexton 

Mary Oelschlaeger                        Parish Nurse 

Nancy Olson                                  Parish Nurse 

Mary Kae Waytenick                   Music Director 

Jessica Waytenick                       Chancel Choir 

Curtis Fischer-Oelschlaeger               Bell Choir 

Daniel Barrott                                       Organist 

Ed Johnson                         Housekeeper/Cook 

 

Statement of Identity and Purpose 
Adopted May 17, 2014 

The Church of Peace United Church of Christ gathers at the corner of 
12th and12th where we value our history and envision our future. 

We give glory to God by our commitment to: 
• Promoting spiritual growth. 
• Prayerfully seeking God’s will for our individual and community 

lives. 
• Sharing worship and fellowship that stirs our souls and inspires our 

thinking. 
• Attracting and sustaining young people. 
• Serving those around us who are in need. 
• Offering an ever-widening invitation and welcome. 
• Embracing you warmly wherever you are on life’s journey. 

The deadline for             
The Visitor                          

is the third Friday             
of each month. 

Let us know if you 
change your address  

If you have any directory changes 
such as address or telephone number, 
please contact Deb Bernauer at 309-
781-7741 or ramperdb@outlook.com 
or Christy Wignall at 309-737-7231 or 
tswigs15@aol.com. 

A Note From the Pastor 

Dear Friends at Church of Peace UCC, 

If you were here in 1975, you probably remember the vote. If you 
were not alive in 1975 or were not part of Church of Peace then, you 
probably have heard about the vote. This was a season when churches 
were moving out to the suburbs, and Church of Peace considered fol-
lowing the trend. Instead, after prayer and discussion, the congrega-
tion voted to stay at 12th and 12th with the promise to serve our 
neighbors.  

In the last forty-three years, things have been changing. These 
days, most of us who attend Church of Peace do not know the names 
of the families who live in the houses right around the church. (There 
are some sparkling exceptions!) There’s a great deal of turnover in 
the neighborhood, so it’s hard to make friends. We might be asking: 
Why bother introducing myself to the neighbors and learning how to 
pronounce their names? It’s not like they’re going to stay here for 
years to come… Why bother picking up trash? It’s just going to reap-
pear in a few hours… 

In the seventies, Rev. Kuenning named broken trust as the prob-
lem in the neighborhood. Now this need for trust is before us again. 
As the church and the neighborhood keep changing, this need will 
continue. And maybe this is not our problem; maybe this is our pur-
pose. If we mean to grow as a church, what if fostering trust in the 
neighborhood is exactly our path forward?  

Already, we’re moving in this direction. Church of Peace has three outreach ministries in need of volun-
teers: the Book Nook (selling books at the Academy), PeacePals (reading with children on Wednesday after-
noons), and the Food Pantry (unloading food during the week and staffing the pantry on Saturdays).  

In addition, Church of Peace keeps pursuing opportunities to befriend our neighbors. Othea Stevenson, 
De’Mar Bester’s mother, has been meeting with members of Tri Mu Circle to determine the care of the me-
morial bench that sits along 12th Avenue. Our Building and Grounds Coordinator, Brian Wischnak, lives in 
the church parsonage with his family. Day in and day out, their family embodies the church’s commitment to 
neighborliness.  

Did you know there's a picnic table in the courtyard? This will be designated as “Peace Place” and it’s for 
kids walking home from school, older people needing a place to have lunch, church committee meetings, and 
more. Our church is supporting the revitalization of the Community Caring Conference; we’ll help with Na-
tional Night Out later this summer.  

Last month, the Mission & Service Committee joined CCC and Keep Rock Island Beautiful to hold a 
Neighborhood Clean-Up Day. Yes, we picked up buckets of trash on that hot Saturday, and yes, today there’s 
trash on the ground. But even more than cleaning up, this event gave us the chance to meet our neighbors and 
demonstrate our trustworthiness. It’s never once and done; the work is always before us. The good news is 
that this is not our problem. It is our purpose.  

In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Mariah 
pastor@churchofpeaceucc.org  

July Ladies’ Lunch 

The July Ladies’ Luncheon meets 
at Mulkey’s in Rock Island on 
Monday, July 30 , at 12:00 noon. 
Mulkey’s is located at 3800 14th 
Avenue. 

Flowers for the Altar 

Jul 1: Altar flowers from Sharon 
Kirksey in memory of Bill Kirksey 
whose birthday would have been 
the 27th of June. 

Jul 29: Altar flowers from Carla 
McGreevey in celebration of Mol-
ly McGreevey’s birthday. 

If you would like to schedule flow-
ers for the altar or pedestal, please 
sign up on the Flower Calendar in 
the Narthex or call the church of-
fice at (309) 788-6357. Men’s Luncheon 

The next Men’s Luncheon Group 
meets on Saturday, August 4, at 
12:00 noon. Watch for more infor-
mation in the next Visitor. Also, to 
find out more, you may speak to Ed 
Johnson. 

I certainly want to 

thank all the cookie bak-

ers who sent such wonder-

ful treats to the coffee 

at Friendship Manor. I 

truly appreciate all the 

homemade goodies from you 

all. Also, thanks, Judy, 

for the nostalgic talk on 

the old steam wheelers. It 

brought back warm memories 

of riding on the old Quin-

lan. Again, appreciated 

all the love you put into 

the coffee. 

Sincerely,  

Jean Doden 

Dear Church of Peace, 

Thank you so much for 

the two gift cards you 

sent for finals week. 

The pizza was a great 

break from studying. 

And, as always, the ice 

cream was awesome. Meant 

a lot to get it from you 

all. 

Thanks a bunch,  

Evan Wignall 

Special thanks to my 

Church of Peace friends  

for the prayers, cards, 

goodies, and transporta-

tion. I appreciate your 

thoughtfulness. And I am 

recovering nicely. 

Sue Johnson 

Sessions for new       
members and inquirers 

July 8th & 15th 

If you are interested in, or just 
curious about, membership at 
Church of Peace, please join Pastor 
Mariah for two information ses-
sions about membership at Church 
of Peace. These conversations will 
be held at 9:00am on Sunday July 
8th and 9:00am on Sunday July 
15th. If you’d like to learn more 
about Church of Peace but you’re 
not able to attend these sessions, 
please let Pastor Mariah know of 
your interest. Please help spread the 
word to family, friends, and neigh-
bors who may be looking for a 
church home. All are welcome! 

mailto:pastor@churchofpeaceucc.org

